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MY SELF PUBLISHING JOURNEY

Why I Self Published
My first book was Choose High Road Victories. I'm an unknown in the writing profession and have not committed
crimes or notorious deeds that would identify my manuscript as a "must read" by traditional publishers. In fact,
many folks are using self-publishing because of the difficulty in retaining a traditional publisher and royalties can be
higher through self-publishing. Publicity generally falls to the author even with a traditional publisher. Hiring a
publicist demands an author's "leg work" to make things happen.

Self Publishing Companies I researched
Lists are available on the web. I reviewed several lists, but settled on the ones listed for my book endeavor .

• Holy Fire Publishing http://www.christianpublish.com/
• Xulon: http://www.xulonpress.com/
• Winepress/Pleasant Word: www.winepressgroup.com (a large groups with a traditional publishing

component through print on demand. All inclusive
• Author House: http://www.authorhouse.com/( some publishing lists do not have a favorable view of

this publisher.

Other sites to look through:
http://www. wcg.orgllit/links/default.htm lots of lists

http://www.christianwritersinfo.net/publishers.htm lists of Christian publishers

Glossary of terms to know:
Style manuals: Publishers and copy editors use style manuals to copy edit a manuscript. Examples: The
Chicago Manual of Style, The New York Times Manual of Style, The Christian Writer's Manual
of Style. Seek which styles are used by your publisher and copy editor. Familiarize yourself
with these before sending a final draft of your manuscript.

Copy editing: Different degrees of copy editing exist. Some read for content, some for grammar and
sentence structure, and some for organization of thought throughout the book. Price depends on the one or
more that you choose. Not all will fix typos.

Book reviewer: One who reads the final or a final draft to write a review. Reviews are important and are
needed by publicists, and to place on Amazon, Barnes and Noble, etc. Send galleys early to have reviews
before the book is in final print.

Galley: A final or close to final draft of the book that is sent to organizations, book stores, etc. Can be
used to solicit book reviews. The galley is usually 8.5xll paper and is bound. The pages contain the
manuscript per page, but are not in the book form.

Print on demand: Books are printed when ordered which means the author does not have to pay for extra
books. I'm using this method for my first book. This process allays the storing fee, etc.

Royalties: The money you receive from the publisher after the cost of printing. Royalties vary by
company and by what package you use for publishing.

Contract rights: Review contracts carefully. Some insist that the publisher has rights to your manuscript.
Some will indicate you cannot publish your manuscript with another company for a designated time.

Copyright: The rights for your book so it cannot be plagiarized.
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